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Nagaland Chief Minister T.R. Zeliang tenders his resignation and
as leader of Democratic Alliance of Nagaland Legislature Party.
Manipur BJP stresses on raising a Highway Protection Force for
ensuring a 'blockade free Manipur" in the days to come.
Election campaign is gradually picking up momentum for the
two-phased Manipur Assembly elections which will go to polls on
the fourth and eighth of the next month.
Mizoram Finance Minister Lalsawta says he is making
preparations to present the state budget for 2017-18.
Nearly 13 lakh individual household toilets have been constructed
in Assam.
NSCN (IM) self-styled sergeant Jenhu Tinlom arrested by Assam
Rifles arrested from Khonsa Town of Arunachal Pradesh.

RESIGNATION:
Nagaland Chief Minister T R Zeliang has tendered his resignation and
as leader of Democratic Alliance of Nagaland Legislature Party last
evening. The Chief Minister, accompanied by several of his senior
Cabinet colleagues, submitted his resignation to the State Governor P.B.
Acharya. Accepting the resignation, the Governor asked Zeliang and his
Council of Ministers to continue till an alternative arrangement is made.
The 62-year old Zeliang had assumed the Chief Minister’s office in May
2014 when then Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio got elected to the Lok
Sabha. With Chief Minister T R Zeliang finally tendering his
resignation amid reports of former Chief Minister and Lok Sabha MP,
Neiphiu Rio to succeed him, however, the end result of who would
replace Mr Zeliang will be ascertained only after the crucial meeting of
the legislature party of Nagaland People’s Front which will be held at 10
AM this morning.
CAMPAIGN:
With the state facing economic blockade for three months, the Manipur
BJP stressed on raising a Highway Protection Force for ensuring a
'blockade free Manipur" in days to come, in its vision document. The
24-page vision document 2017, was released by Union Home Minister
and senior BJP leader Rajnath Singh and BJP General Secretary Ram
Madhav in a programme attended by several intellectuals of Manipur
yesterday. The party also assured that it is firmly committed to protect
Manipur's territorial integrity, culture and its people. BJP's promise of
Highway Protection Force comes in the wake of indefinite economic
blockade imposed by the United Naga Council (UNC) since November 1,
2016 against the state Government's decision to carve out seven new
districts in the land-locked state by bifurcating the existing ones.
ELECTION:
Election campaign is gradually picking up momentum for the twophased Manipur Assembly elections which will go to polls on the fourth
and eighth of the next month. Our Correspondent reports that Senior

BJP leader and Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh said that Manipur
is nowhere mentioned in the framework agreement signed between the
Centre and NSCN(IM) to resolve the decades old Naga insurgency
problem. He further said that the agreement will not affect the
territorial integrity of the state and the NDA Government at the Centre
as well as his party will never compromise the territorial integrity of the
state in any eventuality. Regarding the indefinite economic blockade
imposed by the United Naga Council on the two National Highways of
Manipur, the Union Home Minister charged the Congress Government
in Manipur of misrule.
BUDGET:
Mizoram Finance Minister Lalsawta said he was making preparations
to present the state budget for 2017-18 during the budget session of the
state legislature commencing from March 14th. Lalsawta told PTI he
would present the budget as real autonomy had been given to the states
to a great extent. After becoming the finance minister, Lalsawta sought
to seek a vote-on-account in 2014 and later presented a regular budget
on November 11 that year. In 2015, the minister against sought vote-onaccount on two occasions before presenting the annual budget.
Presentation of a full budget was hindered by unavailability of state
annual plan outlay after scrapping of the Planning Commission and
uncertainty over the funding pattern of Centrally Sponsored Schemes
(CSS).
TOILETS:
In Assam, nearly 13 lakh individual household toilets have been
constructed. Taking part at AIR News talk show in Guwahati, senior
officials of Public Health Engineering said that target has been set to
construct 34.85 lakh toilets under Swacch Bharat Mission by 2nd of
October this year. Under Swacch Bharat
Mission, nine Gram
Panchayats in Kamrup Rural district has been declared as Open
Defecation Free. As a whole, 32 Gram Panchayats in the state has
achieved it. On the other, Kamrup Rural district administration has
started to transfer money directly to beneficiaries to construct toilets
under Swacch Bharat Mission.
ARREST:
In Arunachal Pradesh, in yet another blow to NSCN (IM), the Assam
Rifles arrested, self-styled sergeant Jenhu Tinlom from Khonsa Town.
The group is active in Tirap District of the State. Jenhu Tinlom was
arrested on Friday following specific intelligence inputs about the
presence of the cadre who was terrorising and extorting people. A pistol
and live ammunition were also recovered from his possession.
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